1801 Berlin Turnpike 
1810 


Samuel Bishop (1765-1856) Revolutionary War & 
Elizabeth (-1840) 


Federal 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #001 

1810 current owner: Adam Adamovitch 

11/2 miles north of town line; east side facing 
west; U.S. 5. 

Wood. Peak roof / gambrel / end facing street 
Brick central chimney. Two stories and a half 
Leaded fanlight in gable peak. Three windows 
second story. Two south of door, first story, all 6 
over 6. Four windows each story on north and 
south sides, 6 over 6 sash. Stone foundation. 
The soffit of cornice is paneled. The gable peak is = 
smooth boards. There is dentil course under Genco. Sa Acts 

eaves in gable end, also dentil course under cornice. The first floor windows have dentil course at 
window beads. Pilasters at the corners of the house are beaded on front, and plain on the sides. 
Door has triangular pediment with dentil course. There is a transom over it. The spiral staircase, 
mantelpieces, windows are paneled, while the upper corners of interior 
door frames have conventional oak leaf and acorn carved decoration. 


Sketch 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. 
Survey # 172 
1830. original owner: Samuel Bishop, then Samuel Bishop Jr. 


current owners: Anne and Otto Kessler. Federal 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 

1830. current owners: Nelson Enterprises. 
Genealogy 
Samuel Bishop was born about 1765. He married Elizabeth who died in 1840. He had children including 
Samuel Jr. He died in 1856 and is buried in Maple Cemetery. From Catharine North: On the corner next 
south of the schoolhouse lived Samuel Bishop who was a house painter. Many cherry trees in his yard 
and people came from far and near to gather fruit from those trees. The house was deeded to his son 
Samuel Jr. Junior lived there for 15 years and sold it to Samuel Mathewson, a shoe maker. Mathewson 
sold shoes in New York and employed 10-12. In winter he carried shoes to market in a sleigh. 
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VESCRIPTION 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


59 SOUTH 
(203) 566-3005 


1. BUILDING NAME (Common) 


TOWN CiTy 


Samuel Bishop House 
OUNTY 


Berlin 


NO NUMBER (and’or localion) 


1801 Wilbur Cross Highwa 


- OWNER(S) 


Kessler, Anne D. & Otto 


» USE (Present) 


Asbestos Siding 


O Aspholt Siding 


ld ewccs 


Concrete 
Type: 


| Wood Shingle 


O Boord & Batten 
Aluminum 
Siding 

9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


ie Wood frame 


DO Lood bearing masonry 


O Post and beam 


Residence Residence 
6. rs 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE ! . i L 
TO PUBLIC: Yes Ono O Yes [X] no 
: Y fe) BU OATE OF CO RU 


__FOR OFFICE USE ONLY m 
ml To 
OIsTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY + 
#172 Ds [Jnr Acivol _E_) Peteattat 
(Historic) z : 
22-1/140/1 


O Public kK] Privote 


Berlin 06037 


(iistorte) 


Other 
(Specify) 


i) Brick 
a) Fieldstone 
0 Cobblestone 
Cut stone : 
Type: Brownstone foundation | 
OQ balloon 


O Structural iron or steel 


a) 


Oj Other (Specify) 
0 ROOF aTvpey 
(x) Gable | Flot ae Maonsard O Monitor Cj sowtooth 


Other 
| Gombrel ‘e Shed = Hip OQ Round (Specify) 
(Material) 
Roll 
OC) woos Shingle Asphalt () rin CD store [BS ebte evil tate atrcar 
Other : 
5 Aspholt shingle iJ Built up 8, Tile (C) iSpecity) S. Ridge parallel to the street 


‘1. NUMBER OF ORIES|T APPROXIMATE OIMENSIONS 
2 1/2 26" x 37! i na 
ONDITION (Sirtivturals Ch Ntenren) + Lo 7. 
; ' a 
O Excellent (x) Good O Fair CM Deteriorated 0 Excellent Kk) Good Fair 0 Deteriorated F 
lL 
V3 INTEGRITY (1. ationt (Alterations) \F YES, EXPLAIN “ 


[ves [X] No Bie Sas) om, 


URES = 


(x) Coveriginak rf Moved 


3 O OUTBUILCDIN OR 


(x) Barn 0 Shed SB, Garage 
Sl oe 


1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


LAND P 


ra Other londscape features or buildings (Specify! 


On large knoll 


O Open land ba kx) Residential O Scottered buildinos visible from site 
Indus- 
) Commerciol ere (9 Rurol i: High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


In area of the Wilbur Cross Highway with scattered 18th- and 19th- 
century houses among modern strip development. 


DESCRIP TION (Continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


PHOTO SOURCES 


°} COMPILED BY 


17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


FQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


The Samuel Bishop House has a three-bay facade with a left entry pro- 
tected by a gabled portico on slender fluted Doric columns with 
entasis. The portico also has a wide plain frieze and a denticular 
molded cornice with a full return; there are plumb-cut dentils under 
the rakes. The entry has a glazed transom and slender fluted pil- 
asters with molded capitals; an additional capital molding appears 

in the center of the transom bar. The house has slender plain corner 
pilasters with molded capitals. First-floor windows are fitted with 
2-over-2 sash and on all principle elevations simply molded caps 
above a plain frieze. Second-floor windows are fitted with 6-over-6 
sash, and are located just beneath the bed-molding of the plain cornice 
frieze. There are recessed rectangular panels on the underside of 
the eaves. The molded cornice has a course of small (continued) 


BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR € 


The Samuel Bishop House is architecturally significant as an unus- 
ually fine and well-preserved example of a Federal-style dwelling 
which reflects the transition to Greek Revival architecture. Greek 
Revival features include the fluted Doric columns, corner pilasters, 
dentils, wide frieze, flushboarded tympanum, and gable-to-street 
orientation, all intended to suggest the massing and masonry con- 
struction of a Classical temple. The lingering influence of the 
earlier Federal style is seen in the slender and delicate proportions 
of various decorative elements (included the porch columns, corner 
pilasters, and dentils). The semi-elliptical attic light and 

molded window caps are also typical Federal details. This is one of 
the best-preserved and finest-detailed of the period in Berlin. 
Samuel Bishop built this house about 1830, and deeded it to his son 
Samuel Bishop Jr. shortly thereafter. Samuel Bishop Jr. (continued) 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
Berlin Land Records 16:59 (1831); 22:612 (1846) 


( 


ie: None known Oo Highwoys O Vondali sm O Developers . CD other 


O Renewal [j Private fe) Deterioration ie} Zoning (Jexptonetion DN 


“ATE OF CONNECTICUT 


JNNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
| South Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 


ISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM 
or Buildings and Structures 


INTINUATION SHEET 
2m number: Date: _12/84 


Samuel Bishop House 


17. (continued) : 


AV # 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


TOWN NO.: SITE NO.: 
uTM: 18/_-/—/—|—/—/— 
Quap: 

DISTRICT: s NR: ACTUAL 


POTENTIAL 


dentils and shows a full return across the flushboarded tympanum; 


there are plumb-cut dentils under the 
attic light has radial glazing, cast- 


rakes. The semi-elliptical 
lead decorations, and a fluted 


keyblock surround. The right elevation has a three-bay ell. Some 
old 12-over-12 sash survives in the rear portions of the house. 


19. (continued): 


occupied the house for 15 years before selling it to Samuel Mathewson; 
after Mathewson's death, Hiram Clark was a longtime occupant. 


